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These are challenging times – ideologically, politically, in economic terms, socially and 

culturally. We are all trying to find answers and innovative solutions to meet our aspirations 

towards peace, security, social justice and equality, how to show solidarity, last but not least our 

quest for equality between men and women continues. 

The women that have come together within the CEE Network, especially those who have 

participated at the 2015 Korčula School have clearly articulated the cost of inaction and the 

forward looking progressive need for action. Precisely for this reason the messages from Korčula 

School 2015, from the joint regional Gender Equality Social Democratic South Eastern European 

Platform and the feedback from national social democratic women’s forums are important. They 

clearly point out to the precariousness of the moment and state dissatisfaction with inaction.  

 

On the bright side women are ready to take the bull by the horns. We now have substantive 

ground for our future activities in implementing the regional gender equality platform which has 

been signed by all the parties in the region and beyond. We are proud to have received this 

endorsement, to have articulated clearly our platform and to have joined the PES family as 

observers and the PES Women as full members. While it is an honour it is also a duty to 

contribute to a better, safer, just, progressive and democratic Europe as a vehicle for world 

peace, security and development. We shall start from home – Central and Eastern Europe - and 

work upwards! 

 

In view of political developments in the region, and the rise of the conservative right, 2016 is 

going to be a challenging year. We shall have to fight on two fronts: maintaining what has been 

achieved in gender equality and pushing the gender equality boundaries further. We shall also 

need to define ourselves better and differentiate ourselves from the right on gender equality. 

 

Finally, this may be the year when we shall have to better articulate our perennial struggle - that 

for peace and security in Europe and the world. The refugee and migrant crisis, where women 

and children are the most vulnerable categories, is beyond knocking at our door – it is our reality. 

And this reality tests our steadfastness and readiness to uphold our values – of humanity, 

solidarity and political action in favour of peace, security and human rights. In 2016 we shall 

devote our efforts to address the plight of women and girls who have fled from war zones and 

destruction in seek of a better future. They are us and we are them!  
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